DISSOLVING    VIEWS

" Every position must be held to the last man : there
must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall,
and believing in the justice of our cause, each one of
us must fight to the end,"

While we correspondents and our censors stood at
attention before him, he began haltingly to address us.
He was one of those men who inspire confidence in
our English people by their inability to speak. Out-
side Ladysmith after his failure at Spion Kop, Buller
made to his troops an incomprehensible speech which
roused them to such enthusiasm that they gladly
followed him to his next disaster. If Kitchener had
been a fluent orator, he would never have raised the
thousands of his New Army, but we all thought him
a rock of defence, and rocks are dumb. Men of that
kind act by a sort of instinct or inspiration, which they
could not explain, just as from the beginning of the
arts it has been supposed that artists and poets work
under the influence of some unconscious and inex-
plicable power of which they can give no account in
words. Even in the Houses of Parliament rhetoric
counts for less and less, and in one House it has faded
away. So on the Kaiser Bridge Haig followed his
British nature and made no attempt at a speech. He
just thanked us for our services, and then in more
definite words added the significant sentence that the
ensuing peace must on no account be a peace of
vengeance. If only the vengeful rhetoricians who
were soon to gather in Versailles had laid those words
to heart, how different the condition of the world for
the next fifteen years would have been ! Thus having
spoken, or failed to speak, he handed to each of us
mature and experienced correspondents a little Union
Jack nailed to a stick of firewood, and sent us away
happy as good children at a school treat.
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